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Introduction
According to a recent review, the prevalence of women experiencing violence during pregnancy has been estimated to be between 0.9% and 20.1%, while the prevalence of violence at any time ranges from 9.7% to 29.7%.' Research has not yet confirmed whether pregnant women are at greater risk for violence initiated during pregnancy. Nor has it been confirmed, for women experiencing ongoing violence, whether the severity or frequency of violent incidents increases or decreases or whether violence ceases altogether during pregnancy. Further research is needed to understand the occurrence and timing of violence in relation to pregnancy and the context in which such pregnancy-related violence occurs. This knowledge will facilitate the development of data-based prevention and intervention programs addressing the specific needs of pregnant women who experience violence. In this paper, we provide several suggestions for improving investi In Amaro's study, 88% of women reporting violence during pregnancy did not experience it during the 3 months prior to becoming pregnant. 4 The proportion of women for whom violence starts during pregnancy appears to depend on the length of the time period before pregnancy under consideration (e.g., at any time or within the past 6 months). The "violence continues" items in Table 1 demonstrate two alternative ways to describe violence that continues into pregnancy: (1) the proportion of women experiencing violence during pregnancy who also experienced it before becoming pregnant and (2) the proportion ofpregnant women experiencing violence before the pregnancy of interest who continued to experience it during the pregnancy. The proportions calculated for the latter item (22.9% to 51.7%) indicate that, for many women, existing violence continues after they become pregnant. For clarity, we suggest that women be asked about violence occurring during a short period before pregnancy. This should minimize the chance of recording violence from a previous pregnancy or from many years before and should facilitate recall.
The prevalence calculations shown in Table 1 aViolence experienced "ever" was queried. bOnly violence experienced in the 3 months before becoming pregnant was queried. The estimate of prevalence has been recalculated with published data but was not reported as such in the original article.
Unintended pregnancy, including a pregnancy that occurs sooner than desired or one that is not planned to occur at any time, may be associated with violence by a partner. Gazmararian et al. addressed the issue of intendedness and pregnancy in their analysis of data from an ongoing state-specific population-based study of new mothers.5 They found that women with unwanted pregnancies had 4.1 times the odds of experiencing physical violence by a husband or partner during the 12 months prior to delivery than did women with intended pregnancies. Other researchers have also found that violence during pregnancy was greater among women whose partner was unhappy about the pregnancy or for whom the pregnancy was not planned. 
